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Ms. Manger’s Classroom 

 
 

Language Arts  
 
Students are working hard to fine tune their reading, writing, and word 
study skills. The students have been developing an understanding of 
characters, setting, plot, and theme. We have used our mentor text, The 
Lemonade War, in class.  The students have then applied these skills to 
their independent book. In writing, the students are finishing up their 
Narrative Writing pieces, narrowing down that small moment story. The 
students are revising and editing their narratives by crafting powerful 
leads and endings. In word study, the students are working on patterns 
and features to meet their needs as spelling investigators. Students are 
given class time to begin their spelling work/homework. They are 
encouraged to review their words and sorts each night.  
 

 

 

Social Studies  
 

 
 

In Social Studies class, the students have been discovering 
who the first Americans were, the journey they took from 
Asia (migration), and how the environment affected and 

impacted the Native American culture groups and the regions they lived 
in.  
 
Throughout our unit of study, the students have used the Nystrom Map 
program, where they fine-tuned their geography and map skills.  This past 
week, the students presented their Native American Culture Group 
projects to their peers.  The students researched the history, geography, 
technology, culture, and government.  Ask your child to show you their 
amazing work! 



Pictures of Students working in their SS groups 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Science 

  
 
 
With our science curriculum, the students research, investigate, and 
observe everything around them.  In class, the students formulate 

questions to research.  Our first unit of study in 5
th

 grade is called Earth 
Systems and Human Activity. The students are studying how gravity 
affects us and everything around us.  Students devised and completed 
experiments to further their knowledge of gravity.  
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Miss J’s 4
th

, 5
th

 & 6
th

 Graders 
It is so hard to believe that we are already in the middle of our first 

trimester!  This school year is just flying by before our eyes!  Our 4th, 

5th & 6th graders have been working very hard to complete all of the 

school work and stay focused as Halloween approaches!  From 

Science to Math, Language Arts to Social Studies, our 4th, 5th & 6th 

graders have been learning and exploring all day.  

Upcoming Events 

Please keep an eye out for some of our upcoming events in the 

district.  November 5
th

 & 6
th are single session days.  There is no 

school November 7
th

, 8
th

 & 9
th

.  Parent/Teacher conferences will be 

on November 5
th

 (1 pm to 3:30 pm) & 7
th

 (1 pm- 8 pm).  Please 

reach out to your homeroom parent and/or homeroom teacher to see 

when our Holiday Parties will be!  

  

Language Arts  

In Language Arts, we have started our 

first book clubs to help us work on our 

comprehension skills.  We are continuing 

to work on our unit on stretching 

sentences to make complex sentences. We 

have been having fun on our Fun Food 

Fridays learning how to read recipes, 

sequence recipes and make the recipe.  

Finally, we are working on mastering 

spelling sight words and using them in 

sentences. 

Social Studies  

In Social Studies, we have been working 

hard to learn about the various regions of 

the United States of America.  We are 

also working on locating and naming the 

50 states. 

   

Science  

In Science, our class is working on 

learning how to measure height, weight, 

capacity and length.  We are learning how 

to measure various items using various 

methods.     

 

CLASSROOM NEWS 
From our 4

th
, 5

th
 & 6

th
 Graders 
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Math 

We are continuing to learn about 

operations & algebraic thinking.  We 

are learning how to read a menu, add 

values of money, and subtract values 

of money.  We are also working on: 

• Multiplying multi-digit numbers 

(and checking our work using a 

calculator) 

• Subtraction using regrouping 

• Solving one-step and two-step 

word problems using subtraction or 

addition. 

We have been working hard to master 

these skills using practice and 

manipulative.   

We have been using various 

technology programs to help us with 

our learning as well!  In particular, 

we love to practice our skills on Front 

Row, Sumdog, and Math Playground.   

If you would like more websites to 

practice various skills on 

differentiated levels, feel free to look 

on my website 

https://sites.google.com/a/branchburg

.k12.nj.us/johnston/. 

https://sites.google.com/a/branchburg.k12.nj.us/johnston/
https://sites.google.com/a/branchburg.k12.nj.us/johnston/


   News From Mrs. Barry in the Art Room     
  
September has flown by and I’m still getting to know our new 4th graders.  I can’t believe how our 
5th graders have grown! 
 
The art room is full of activity!  The 4th graders are in the process of creating geometric and 
organic shapes.  The shapes will be pasted onto a colored ground to construct a collage.  Henri 
Matisse is our inspiration for this assignment. 

                            
The 5th graders are finishing their color wheels, and color theory exercises.  We will be using this 
knowledge, and these skills for various assignments throughout the year. 
 
The open art period during both lunch and recess periods are hustling and bustling with activity!   
The children are weaving, working in clay, doing origami and drawing! 

 

      
 

            
___________________________________________________________ 



        
 
I would also like to extend special ,“Thank You and Congratulations,” to the 
following students for allowing me to hold on to their art work.  The art was 
displayed at the District Office throughout the year.  Thank you: Katharine, Madison, 
Delaney, Anna, Ceanan, Gabriela, and Kiera.   

 

     

                         
 

                     
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
    

                     
 
    
 

That’s it for now.  I hope all of you have a Healthy and Happy Halloween! 
 

 
 

 

 



Lifelong Teachers 

By: Mr. Gottshalk 
 

Several years ago, a veteran P.E. teacher retired from our district.  He was 
a man of few words, a no-nonsense type, and his classes were always 
highly structured and organized.  While this may not be the prototype for a 
21st century educator, kids knew what the expectations were for Phys Ed, 
and many (but not all) of the kids ended up just a little bit more athletic 
and knowledgeable about health, fitness and sports because of him. 

While on vacation in Florida, his family (and grandchild) visited an 
aquarium.  Classes of elementary school students entered the aquarium, 
and it quickly became a noisier, busier place.  His wife was terrified.  Loud 
students!  Everywhere! We don’t need any of this!  Panic! 

The retired P.E. teacher took it all in stride.  After all, these were the ages 
of the students he used to teach.  An inquisitive student asked a question 
about an animal in a tank, and our retired P.E. teacher explained the 
nuances of the creature’s habitat, and what made it best suited for 
survival. 

His wife took a picture of the interaction and posted it on Facebook. 
“While XXXX was in his element, I was absolutely traumatized when all 
those kids came in the aquarium for their field trip.  I guess once a 
teacher, always a teacher,” she wrote. 

How true!  I can’t re-post the photo here for several reasons, but if you 
could see how in the moment both teacher and students are, it speaks 
volumes about a lifelong commitment to teach others.  It’s natural, it’s 
inherent, and it lasts in the best of us for as long as we are called to teach. 

Although our retired teacher is over 70 years old now, the fact remains: we 
do what’s right for our kids in and out of the classroom, because teaching 
and learning doesn’t stop! 

There’s a lot more that could be said about how teaching has changed so 
much over the years.  The only constant in education (and life) is change. 
If nothing else, at its very core, extending yourself to help a child learn in 
a teachable moment is what it's all about. 

https://johngottshalk.wordpress.com/2017/04/14/lifelong-teachers/
https://johngottshalk.wordpress.com/2017/04/14/lifelong-teachers/


 

Ms. Figel’s Fifth Grade 
 

 

Fifth graders in Ms. Figel’s class are busy immersing themselves in the 

Next Generation Science Standards.  Their first unit is on Earth’s Systems 

and Human Activity.  Students developed questions to investigate the 

reason objects fall to the ground when we let go of them in their first 

lesson. Students then did research in order to answer their questions and 

to draw a model to begin to explain gravity. For one piece of their 

assessment, students worked in groups and used different objects to show 

an understanding of what goes up, must come down.  Below are some of 

the students testing their ideas and collecting data. 

 

                          



                         
 

In Math, students are working hard on using formulas to find area and 

volume.  We are using the Powers of 10 to help us multiply larger 

numbers as well as beginning to use traditional multiplication.  Students 

are using the area model and partial products model to check their 

answers.   

 

In Social Studies, students learned about who The First Americans were.  

Students were placed into groups and did research on one of six Native 

American Culture groups.  They immersed themselves into atlases, raised 

relief maps and textbooks to put together a presentation to teach the 

rest of the class about all the important information about their group. 

This was their first presentation in front of the entire class for fifth grade 

and they did a wonderful job! 

  



 

“Mistakes Are Proof That We Are Trying!”  

Dianne Litts 4th grade 

 

This is a saying that is very commonly heard in Room C4 where students 

are getting the idea that making a mistake can be a good thing and can 

actually be a learning opportunity. Students are urged to make a 

“fabulous mistake” or an “awesome mistake” while they are working out 

their learning. 

 

In fourth grade language arts, we are writing narrative stories, reading 

realistic fiction, keeping track of our reading with a log, posting ideas 

about our books, decoding unknown words, spelling tricky words 

correctly, and listening to and analyzing an amazing book called The 

Tiger Rising with themes of loss and unlikely friendships. 

 

In math, we have reviewed and solidified a lot of basic concepts and are 

moving on to multiplication, geometry, and word problems. Our students 

are filling their brains with a mindset of growth! Learning to take a risk 

and make a mistake is actually how we learn the best sometimes.  

 

 

 



 

If you stop by, you will also see our bulletin board with messages from 

the students reminding us of what is important in school and out: Be 

vigorous. Just be yourself. Don’t give up. Embrace challenges. Fail 

forward. Try something new. Be brave. Explore. Such good things to 

remember for all of us! 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Fall News from the Music Room!   
 

Students involved in band, orchestra and chorus are getting ready for the 

Winter Concert to be held on Tuesday, January 15, 2019 (snow date 

January 24th).  Save the date for this event!   The evening performance, 

for family and friends, will begin at 7:00 pm in the large gymnasium at 

BCMS.  More information will be sent home with  your musician and can 

also be found on our teacher websites.  After school rehearsals will be in 

January and are very important to the success of our groups.  The after 

school rehearsal is necessary for musicians to learn seating arrangements, 

chorus spacing and of course finalizing the music for the concert for all 

the ensemble groups. 

 

Fifth grade instrumental music students are practicing each evening to 

develop stamina for correct posture, instrument positioning, fingers 

placement, embouchure formation, reading the notes & rhythms and 

creating musical sounds.  Band and string musicians in the 5th grade have 

practiced over 5,140 minutes at home over the past six day cycle!  

Learning our instruments sometimes is not easy, and it takes 

perseverance to work through difficulties, but not giving up at the first 

sign of a struggle will be rewarding in the end.  Perseverance, hard work 

and time management are lifelong skills we all need. We develop these 

skills in instrumental music. 

 

 

 



 

Musicians working on music theory in band: 

 

 
 

 

 

Completing music notation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

String Rehearsing                                   Violins Rehearsal 

 

             
 

 

                                   

 
Learning from Mrs. Bontomase’s example. 

 



 

 
The entire band rehearses twice per cycle on consecutive days (day 6 and 

then day 1). Students not only practice band music, but begin to 

understand how their individual part is important in the large ensemble.  

 

 

Mrs. Maroon returning a student’s violin after demonstrating the proper 

technique for posture.  

 

 

SBS Band Audio Clip 

 

SBS Strings Audio Clip 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IQ7dg7woqa4onCjPolgdfERlkKVP3Dhh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yUkm9IY7MJR5YBbTkvxQhCSJqh2NNnUL/view?usp=sharing


Mrs. McLaughlin & Mrs. Gallo 
 
 
Throughout this month, Mrs. Gallo and Mrs. McLaughlin are visiting 

4th grade classrooms working on coping strategies for stress 

management.  Students participated in a lesson defining what stress is 

and how it feels to be stressed.  Students rotated through 9 stations each 

describing one effective coping skill. Students carried a paper IPAD while 

visiting each station and were encouraged to try each strategy.  If 

students believed the strategy would work for them, they glued an “app” 

on their IPAD.  Stations included practicing breathing, journal writing, 

connecting with others and many more!  Students were enthusiastic about 

learning new strategies!  It was a fun and interactive way to learn this 

important life skill! Each class will receive a follow up lesson to 

encourage the use of the strategies.  

 

Next stop- 5th grade!!! 

 


